
FEET Rqublic of the Philippines

DEPARTMENT 0F SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

VAR   0  4   20]6

DOSTAdmlnistrativeouerNo.|°7
Series of 2016

SUBJECT Revised Rules and Regulations on the lmplementation Of Sectlon
24 of Republic Act No. 2067, as amended by the Republic Act No.
3589

1. 0           RATI ONALE

1.1          Pursuant to Article XIV, Section  10 Of the 1987 Philippine constitution, Science and Technology
are  essential  for  National  Development and  progress.  The  Sta,te  shall  give  priority to  research
and  development,  invention,  innovation,  and  their  utilization;  and  to  Science  and  Technology
education,  training,  and   services.   It  shall  support   indigenous,   appropriate,   and   self-reliant
scientiflc   and   technological   capabllltles,   and   their  application   to  the   country's   productive
systems and national life.

1,2         Moreover,  Section  11  thereof  also  declares  that  the  Congress  may  provide  for  incentives,
including tax deductions,  to  encourage  private  participation  in  programs of basic and  applied
§clentific  research.  Scholarships,  grants-in-aid,  or other forms  Of  incentives  shall  be  provided
deserving science students, researchers, scientists, inventors, technologists, and specially gifted
citizens

1.3         Further, Section 12 thereof provides that the state shall regulate the transfer and promote the
adaptatlon of technoloev from all sources for the national benefit. It shall encourage the widest

particlpation  of private groups,  local governments,  and  community-based  organizations  in  the
generation and utllization of science and technology.

1.4          Undersection 9 of Republic Act No. 2067 (R.A.  No. 2067), approved in  13 June 1958, otherwise
known as the  "Sc/.Once Act a/ J958,"  the Board (now DOST) shall have, for all legal purposes, all
the duties,  powers and  prerogatives of a Board of Directors and shall function as Such,  unless
otherwise provided for in this Act. The Board shall promulgate such rules and regulations as may
be necessary for the conduct and exercise of its functions, duties, and powers under this Act.

1.5          Furthermore,  Section  24 thereof provides that the  Board  shall  promote  and,  in  its discretion,
assist in the establishment of private foundations for scientific advancement as well as specific
research  and  development  projects  by  private  individuals,  firms,  and  institutions.  All  funds
contrlbuted  to the support and  malntenance of such foundations and their projects as well as
speclflc research and development projects undertaken  by private individuals and educational
institutions,  shall  be  tax-exempt  and  deductible  from  the  donors  income  tax  return,  upon
certification by the Board that such foundations and funds are dedicated to scientific pursuits.

1.6          under  Section  24  of a.A.  No.  3589,  in  addition  to  Section  24  of  R.A.  No.  2067,  All  income  of
whatever kind and character which such foundations may derive from any of their properties,
real or personal, or from their investments shall also be tax exempt.

1.7

1.8

l]ursuant to the provislons of Sectlon 9 of the Sci.ence Act a/ 1958,  the  DOST Regulations  No.  1

(4thRevislon)dated03December1982wasissuedprovldlngfortherulesandregulationsforthe
implementation of Section 24 of the "Science Act of 1958".

Recognizing the role of the science foundations in the attainment of national development and

progress,  there  is  a  need  to  Strengthen  and  expand  the  programs  of the  DOST  in  order  to
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provide  the  necessary  and  relevant  services  and  assistance  to  strengthen  the  collaborative
linkages with certlf!ed science foundations.

2.a        trnLE

Th`is rules shdrl be ctked as the aRevised Rules ln the Certiifecatlon Of Science Foundation ®if 2016".

3.0          PLIRPOSES/OBJECTIVES

3,1 To revlew the existing implementing rules and policies govemlng the'Sclence Foundation unit (SFU)
of the Department of Scion.ce and Te¢hnology (DOST);

3.2 To update, strengthen, expand the role, prngrams and services Of the SFu for the avai!ment and
benefit of the certified science foundations; and

3.3 To  integrate DOST certified  Science  Foundations to  DOST programs and  projects aligned with the
latters agenda and major final outputs.

4.a          COVERAGE

This Rules cover all science foun`dations for scientific advancement as well as private individuals, firms,
and institutions implementing speclfie science and technology projects.

5.a         DEFINmoN OF TERMs

For purposes Of these rules and unless otherwise indicated, the terms herein enumerated shall liave the
following meaning:

5.1  Ap|)lied research -research directed towards practical application of knowledge.

5.2  Basic  /Fundamental  Research  -  research  directed  primarily  towal'ds  developing  new  .or  fuller
scientific knowledge or understandlng of the subject ratller than the practical application thereof.

5.2.1      Free  fundainehtal  research - that which  results from  intellectual  ourfosity  aimed  at
proving the unkfrown which initially, may not have specific applicational objectives.

5.2.2     Oriental   fundamental   research  -  that  which   seeks   new   whowledge   required   for
application   purposes   but   whlch   may   of   course   contribute   to   general   scientific
advancement in the process.

5.3  Development  -  technical  actMty  on  non-routine  problems  encountered  in  t+anslatlng  research
findings or other scientific knowledge into products or processes includlng their dissemination.

S.4 DOST  -  Department  of  Sclence   and  Technology   {formeriy   Natlonal   Science   and   Technology
Authorfty)

5.5 DOST   Certified   Science ±9±±n±a±!an_.~^  a.  private   science   foundation` that   complies   with   the
requirements set forth in ]cem-9+ficrfu i Of these rules aiid duly certified bv DOST as s`uch.

5,6  Development of scientific and teclinological manpower - identlfication, development and utilization
of scl.entific and technologlcal manpower.

5.7  Economic evalLiation i process of` appraising,  estimatlng  or determining the  ecohomic value  of a
g.iven process or product whh a view to its commercial exploitation.

5.8  Family.foundation -one established and/or suppolted mainly by relatives within the 4th civil degree
of consanguinity or affinity.
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5.9 Research and development -the aggregate of basic and applied research and develapment.

i.10      Science  and  Technology  -  Science  is  the  eystematle  way  Of  acquiring  knowledge  through
observation  and  experimentation,  whereas  technology  is  the  practlcal  application  of  science.
Technology is used to design products that improve the quality of liuman life.

5.11       Scientific and technological linkages and  services -dissemination, documentation, conferences
and  all  other activities  intended to promote national and  intematlonal  linkages  for scientific  and
technological advancement.

5,12       Scientific and Research purpose -shall refer to undertaking o.r assisting ln pure or basic, applied
and scientific researeh in the field  of agriculture, forestry, fisheries,  Industry, englneering,  energy
development,  foes  and  nutrition,  medicine,  environment  and  biological,  physical  and  natural
seiences for the public interest.

5.13       Unrestricted  donations  -  funds  contributed  for  ro  specific  projects/purposes  and  the  use
thereof is left to the discretion Of the recipieflt foundetien.

6.0        cErmFl cAnoN

6.1  PRIVATE FOUNDA"Ol\ls, INDIVIDUALS, flRIVIS AND EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

6.1.1      AppiicATloN FOR CErmFlcATioN

\  6.1,in i  Who rrrav AODlv - in order to avail of the benefits Of Section 24 Of the Sciema

Act Of 1958, as amended, the following may apply for certification:

a.    Prfurate foundations engaged in, and whose f`inds are cledicated .to scieutifLc
pursuife; and

b.    Private  indivicluais,  fims  and  educational  institutions  undertaking specific
Science and Technology projects.

\riilli:FtAQa!!cagon...RequirementsfQ[._Fg±±a9a±igp§-TheapplicationforcertificationOfa

private foundation, which shall be under oath and filed with the DOST in two (2)
copies shall be accompanied by:

a.    A`certified true copy of the applicant's:

i,    Articles of incorporation,
il.    Bylaws,and
iii.    Certificate of registmion of said articles Of incorporation and by-laws

as weM as their    amendments issued try the Securities and Ewhange
Commissfro {SEC);

b.    Science  and  T±chnology  program  with  proposed  budget  for a  period  of
three (3) years covered dy the certification signed dy the Executive Director
or equivalent officer of the foundation, together with a description Of the
specific Science and Technology project, whenever.required;

c.    A list of oincers and workmg staff other than the trustees; and

a.    A certmcatlon dy the Treasurer of the ftwndation that it has an initial capital
of at least ONE Mll+low PESOS (PHP1,000,Doom).

6.z cERTIFlcATioN FOR spEciFic RESEARev AND DEVELOpMENT pftoiEcrs
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6.2.1      APpllcATION REQUIREMENTS

The  application  for  the  certification  of  specific  research  and  development  projects

:nh::rt::enno::£:i#efojrnf:V#:fi¥a¥j'ofinr#nda::d±£::::;:=:i:~i:-:¥huat,i,°g:'u°nrdg¥!°a::daanti?!:
each case, filed with the DOST in two (2) copies.  It shall be accompenied by a  project
study ln the fom prescribed by the NSTA and subsequently approved by the DOST.

6.2.2      SEPARATE ACCOUNTING FOR PROJECT

Separate  books of accounts sham  be  kept indicating the  amounts contributed to  the
ceftified project and the purpose or purposes for which they were used, which shall be
subject to inspection by the DOST.

7.0          PROCESSING OF APPLICATION

Application under these rules shall be processed by the Science Foundation unit of the DOST. The Staff
may   conduct   an   investigation   of   the   applicant   foundatfon`   lt   may   request   the   views   and
recommendation of any government official or private individuals and may requii.e the applicant or its
representative to appear before it to clarify or substantiate the statements in the application.

8.0          FEES

8.1  REGISTRATIONFEE     '`

A registration fee shall be collected from every foundation for every new registration or renewal
thereof in accordance with the exlsting rules, regulations or guidelines issued by DOST.

8.2         ANNUAL SERVICE FEE

The  foundation  shall  pay  an  annual  and/or  service  fee  in  accordance  with  the  existing  rules,
regulations or guidelines issued by DOST.

9.0         lssuANCE OF CErmFlcATioN

9.1   FOR PRIVATE FOuNDATIOwS

9.1.1      cONDmoNS FOR issuANCE OF CERTiFicATION

9.1,1.1  £Q_nditions to be stated in the Articles of lncorpora_t_i_g_a

a..        It is  a  nan-stock and  non-profit and organized and operated  in the  public
interest and  r`o  portion  of its funds shall  inure  to  the  benefit of private
individuaisorjuridicalentitieswhetherdomesticorforeign;

•   A foundation shall be considered to be organized and operatedJ_a_ tbapvbllc

interest [f it is essentially engaged in the actlv!tles specmed W `Item 9.1.1.1b-6f
these  rules and,  lf it undertakes research  (i)  the  results of its  reseaf¢hes
(including  patents,  copyrights,  process  or  formulae  resulting  from  Such
researches} are made available to the public on a nonrdlscrlmlmatory basIS,
unless the granting Of the exclusive right is the only practicable manner in
which patent, copyright, process or formula can be utlllzed to benefit the
I)ut}llc; oT {li) Its researches are performed tor tl`e Republic of the Philipbines
or any of its agencies or instmmentalities or political subdivision; or (ii!} its
researches are directed toward benefitinB the public;
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b.           That  at  least  sixty(60%)  percent  Of  Its  gross  jricome,  as  defined  in  the
Revised   mtemal   Revei`ue   Code,   and   unrestricted   donations,   shall   be
devoted to undertaking, directly finanelng, or assisting pure, fundamental,
or basic and applie`d seientiflc and technological research and development
activities  and/or  economic  evaluation,   impi.ovement  of  laboratory  and

'    library  facilities,  development  of  scientific  and  techno!oglcal  manpower

including   the   establlshment   of   professorial   chairs,   and   scientific   and
technological linkages and services, ln any or all of the following fields:

i.    Industry
il.   Agriculture and Natural Resources
iii.    Health science
iv.    B.Iolog.Ical alld physical sciences
v.    Energy
vl.    Food and Nijtrltion
vii.    Environment
viii.    Engineering

ix.    Social sclences and the Humanltles

e.

9.

Nbt more than thirty (30%) percent Of the gross income and not more than
ten (10%) percent of the unrestricted donations to the foundation shall be
devoted to general and administrative expenses;

That (a)  upon its dissolution as a  DOSTcertifled foundation,  its  remaining
assets   shall   be   disposed   of  and   tuned   over   to   any   DOsfroertified
foundation of its choice or to the  Republic df the  Philippines or any of its
agencies or lnstrumentalities or political subdivisions; and (b) in case of the
failure on the part Of the foundation to secure renewal of its certlfication as
a DOSTcertifled
prescribed  inr

foundation,or failure to SquEl¥, vyith_`th.? ,req`ulrements as
ifes       13,14,   and    15               L  of these

regulations, the foundation shall  be charged an amount equivalent to the
taxes that should have been paid without the benefit Of DOST certification
from the date of last certlflcation, the amount to be determined jointly by
DOST and the BIR;

That any management contract, trust agreement or any other contract to
be  entered  into  by  the  foundation  for  the  management.of  any  of  its
activities shall be submitted to the DOST for information;

That  all  donations  received  by  the  foundation  from  another  foundation
certifed under these rules shall be subject to approval try the DOST;

l.hat the foundation shall allow the DOST to inspect its investment portfolio
for verifeat`ian purposes; and

That any propesed  amendment to  it or to its dy-laws  shall  be subject to
apbroval by the DOST pder to registration with the Securities and Exchange
Commission'(SEC).

9.1.12£oj!d_i!lonstobe_staceqinthe_Bv-lawLs±

a.            That  the  foundation  shall  furnish  the  DOST  a  certified  true  copy  of the
minutes  of  and   resolutions  adopted   ln   all  meetings  Of  the   Board   of
Directors, commlttees or members Of the foundation within thirty (30) days
after such minutes have been approved; arld

&
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That in the Board Of Trustees or Dlrectors, in case it is a family foundation,
the members of the family shall always be in the minority and the Treasurer
shall not be an immediate member of the family,

9.1.1.3  S&T  Prof!ram/Proiect/ActMtv:

The  foundation  has  a  S&T  program/project/actlvfty  approved  dy  the  DOST
consistent with its purposes as stated ln its articles Of incorporation and that the
actual operations justfty its continuing existence as a `riable and actual science
foundation rather than as a mere conduit for recel`ring tax-free contribution or
funds  raised  try  occasional  fund  drives.  Results  Of  its  researches  shall  be
copyrichted or patented in the name of the foundation.

9.1.2      IssuANCE OFCEmFlcA"ON

If the  application  is in order, the DOST Secretary, after taking into  consideration the
flnding§ and recommendation Of the Undersecretary, Shall issue a eertification that the
appllcaut   is  a   DOSTcertified   Science   Foundation   as   defined   in   these   rules   and
regufrohe.

92 FOR spEaFlc sclEI\icE AI`ID TECHNOLOGy pRaiEcrs

The DOST Secrstary may certify specific science and technology projects undertal(en by private

=l#:::I:g3%Tp%::::li:=!k£:i¥;asB±profT¥|:£:::u#jchin#jssTfoTnoELj#r
study following DOST project propesal forms and its subsequent approval by the DOST.

io.O      I.IFE ofcErmFicATloi\l

The eertification for Private to.undations issued under these rules shall be effective rot earlier than the
date Of firing Of the application and shall he in force for a period Of not longer than three (3) years unless
soorrer revoked.

iiro      BENEFITS AVAIIAeLE ron CERTIFIED sciEneE FOuNnAmous/misrmLrmoNs

Ill      TAX EXEMrmoN OF coliinlBUTiol\i

All funds contributed to the support and  maintenance  of private foundation  certified  under
these rules and their projects as new as specific science and technology projects undertaken by
private  individuals,  firms or institutions  shall  be tax-  exempt and  deductlble  in  their entirety
from the income tax return of the donors upon certification issued  by the DOST pursuant to
existing applicable few rules and regul@tlons as may be issued bv competent authority.

11.1.1    APPLICATloN REQuiREMENrrs

The application for the certmcate Of farexemption of donations shall be accompanied
by  the  Deed  of  Donation  and  Acceptance  duly  lrotarized.  In  addition  thereto,  the
following shall also be submitted:

10.1.1.2   When the amou'm donated is ln check, a certification by the Treasurer of the
donee foundation that said check has been duly cashed and/or credited to the
account of the foundation;

10.1.1.3   When the donation consists of shares Of stocks, the original and a photo copy
of tlie stock certificate ln the name of the donee foundation;

10.i.1.4   When the docattoI` consists of land, water and aerial transport system, photo
copy of the ceftificate Of ownership or the certificate or registry, as the case
may be, in the name of the \donee foundation;
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10.1.1.5    When  the  donation  conslsls  ot  registered  land  or  any  legal  properties,  the
original  and  a  photo  copy of transfer certificate of title  (TCT)  in the  name of
the done6 foundation;

10.1.1.6    if unreglstered land, a certificate of the Register of Deeds concerned that the
deed of donation has been duly recorded in the register book in the nari`e of
the donee foundation, a certified true copy of the latest tax declal.ation of the
donated  property, and a  declaration of the fair market value  thereof by the
donor.

10.1.1.7    If the donation  involves cultul.al  properties,  such  as  artifacts,  paintings,  etc.,

the following shall be submitted:

a,    Pictures of the donated items;
b.    A  certification  from  the  curator  of  the  particular  foundation  that  he  has

actually    received the said donations; and
c.    A valuation by the Board of curators of the National Museum.

10.1.1.8    When the  donor  is a  corporation  or partnership  and  the  amount  involved  is
5,000.00php and above, it is required that a board resolution or a certlficatjon
by the managing partner authorizing such donation be submitted; and

10.1.1.9    Such  other  requirements  as  may  be  prescribed  from  time  to  time  by  the
DOST.

11.1.2    VALUATION OF DONATION

11.1.2.1    Donation/gifts  made  in  kind  shall  be  determined  at  its  fair market  as of the

date   Such   donations   or  gifts   are   made.   Cash   donation   or   gift   shall   be
determined   solely   on   the   cash   receipts   and   disbursement   method   of
accounting, provided, however, that donation of services shall not be allowed;

11.1.2.2    1f the donation  consists of real  property,  the value thereof shall  be based on
the assessor's most recent valuation;

11.1.2.3    lf the donation coilsists of personal property,  the value shall be based on the
acquisition cost thereof;  but if said personal property had already been used
at the time of donation, the depreciated or beak value thereof; and

11.1.2.4    lf  the   donation   comprises  of  cultural   properties,   it   is   required   that   the
donation  be  evaluated  by  the  Board  of  Curators  of  the  National  Museum,
Prior  to  the   issuance  of  the  certificate   of  tax-exemption,   a   visit  to  the
foundation is made by the DOST for an inventory of the items donated,

11.2        lNCOMETAX EXEIVIPTION

An  income  of  whatever  kind  and  character  whlch  the  foundation  may  derive  from  any  of  its

properties, real or personal, or from its investments shall also be tax-exempt pursuant to existing
applicable law, rules and regulations as may be issued by competent authority.

11.3        lNTEGRATION AND AVAILMENTTO DOST PROGRAMS

Certified science foundations, in coordination with the SFU, may be integrated in the programs of
the DOST 3]igned with the latter's major final outcomes {MF0s) and agenda. Upon the discretion
of  the  DOST  and  in  accordance  with  the  pertinent  laws  and  implementing  rules,  the  certified
science  foundations  may  avail  of  the  DOST'S  programs,  projects  arid  services,  such  as  DOST
G rants-ln-Aid Programs or Projects.

11.4       EXEMPTION FROM PAYMENTOF OuSTOMS DUTIES

Exemption  from  payment  Of  customs  duties  on  the  importation  of  scientific  instruments  or
apparatus  intended   exclusively  for  pure   and   scientific   research   upon   certificatiofi   to   the
Department of Fir`ance by UNESCO National Commission of the Philippines pursuant to Annexes
C(v)  and  D(b)  of  the  UNESCO  Florence  Agreement  classified  as  "Patterns  and  Models"  and
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"Scientific Instrument of Apparatus" in relation to Section 105(s) of the Tariff and Customs Code.

However,  such  importation  shall  be  subject  to  the  payment  of  the  Value  Added  Tax  (VAT)

pursuant to Section 99 of the lntemal Revenue Code of the Philippines as amended.

12,a       lNSPECTION

12.1        Foundations certified  under this  rules shall  be  subject to  inspection,  review and  audit of their
books which  should  be duly  registered  with the  BIR,  facilities and  projects at  least semi-annually (
first  vlslt  should  be  on  the  fourth  (4th)  week  of April  to  third  (3rd)  week of May  and  second  visit
should be on October to November).

12.2       An  Inter-Agency  Technical  Monitoring  Group  (lATMG)  shall  be  constituted  yearly,  if  deemed
necessary, and which shall have the primary duty to inspect and monitor the activities and status of
the certified science foundations for compliance with the  provisions of law and  relevant rules and
regulations in accordance with the issuance of certificatlon.

13.0       ANNUAIREPORTS

During the  period of certification,  the foundation  shall submit annually to the DOST within  ninety (90)
days after the end of its fiscal year in the forms prescribed for the purpose the following:

13.1       Status reports on its projects and other related activities;
13.2       A statement of sources and application offunds; and
13.3       Comparative   financial   statements   from   the   date   of   last   accreditation,   together   with   all

supporting schedules.

The above-stated financial statements shall be certlfied by an independent Certified Public Accountant.

14.0        RENEWAL OF CERTIFICATION

The certificatlon shall be  renewed by the DOST Secretary for the same period of time  upon application
duly  filed  ln  two  (2)  copies  not  later  than  ninety  (90)  days  after  its  expiration,  provided  that  the
application is submitted with the following requlrements:

14.1       Detailed   report  of  scientific  and  technology  activities  of  the  foundation  during  the  period
covered by the expired certification;

14.2       Program of scientific and technology activities for the period to  be covered  by the application
for renewal;

14.3       A certified  true  copy of the  amended  articles of incorporation  and  by-laws,  if any,  or  a  sworn
statement that there have been no such amendments; and

14.4       Results  of  financial  operations  covered  by  the  expired  certification  following  the  prescribed
form.

15.0       SUSPENsloN OR REVOCATION of cERTl[lcA"ON

15.1       FOR PRIVATE fouNDATIONS

The  certification  FOR  PRIVATE   FOUNDATIONS  shall  be  revoked  or  suspended   by  the   DOST
Secretary on any of the following grounds:

15.1.1    Failure to commence the operation within two (2) years from the date of certification;
15.1.2    Deviation from the scientific and/or technological purposes or objectives defined in the

articles of Incorporation  and  more specifically stated  in  its  project study submitted  to
the DOST when it applied for certification without the written permission of the DOST;

15.1.3   Channeling  of  the  properties  of  certified  foundations  to  the  purpose  or  purposes
different from that mentioned in the articles of incorporation:

15.1.4   Refusal to allow inspection, review and audit by the DOST;
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15,1.5   Any violation of the rules and/or the terms and conditions of the certification; or
15.1.6   Failure to comply with other reasonable requirements of the DOST.

15.2       FOR spEaFic RESEARcli AND DEVELOpMENT PRoiECT

The certification for Specific Research and  Development Project shall be revoked or suspended
by the DOST Secretary on any of the following grounds:

15.2.1    Failure  to  commence  the  project  operation  within  six  (6)  months  from  the  date  of
certification;

15.2.2    Deviation  from the  purposes or objectives of the certified  project without the written

permission of the DOST;
15.2.3   Channeling of properties of the  certlfled  project to the  purpose or purposes different

from its objectives;
15.2.4    Refusal to allow inspection, review and audit by the DOST;
15.2.5   Any violation of these rules and/or the terms and conditions of the certification; or
15.2.6    Failure to comply with other reasonable requirements of the DOST.

16.0        PENALTIES

16.1       Any  person  who  evades  or defeats  or  attempts  to  evade  or  defeat,  in  any  manner,  any  tax
imposed  by  law  by availing himself of the  provisions of Section  24  of the  Science Act of 1958
through fraud and misrepresentations or violations shall be punished by a fine of not more than
four thousand  (4,000.00php)  pesos  or  imprisonment  for  not  more  than  (1)  year or  both,  in
discretion of the court.

16.2       ln  case the violator is a corporation  or association, the penalty shall be fined of not more than
ten  thousand  (10,000.00php)  pesos,  without  prejudice  to  the  criminal  responsibility  of  the
member, officer or employee thereof committing such violation.

17.0        REPEALING CIAUSE

Provisions of the cost Regulations No. 1, s.  1982 as well as all decrees, orders, rules and regulations, or

parts   thereof,   inconsistent   with   the   provisions  of  this   Rules   are   hereby   amended   or   repealed
accordingly.

18.0       SEPARABILITY ct.AuSE

The  provisions of these  Rules  are  hereby declared  separable.  In  the eveiit that any provision  hereof is
rendered unconstitutlonal or unlawful, those that are not affected shall remain valid and effective.

19.0        EFFECTIVITY

These rules and regulations and amendments thereto shall take effect fifteen (15) days after publication
in the Official Gazette.

Approved:
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